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RIC Celebrates 75 Years of
Athletic Tradition

The academic year 2004-2005 represents 75 years of athletic tradition at Rhode Island College. The early roots of the athletic
pr ogram were established in 1929, or about halfway through the College’s existence, which we all know, just celebrated its 150th
year. RIC athletics has an extensive history from its humble beginnings to the large, comprehensive athletic program that exists
today. Over the years, the program has experienced the thrill of victory, as well as the agony of defeat, but most of all it has built
a solid tradition involving intercollegiate athletics.

Did you know the first outdoor athletic event was held on a field where the Providence Place Mall sits today? Everyone is
always asking when is RIC going to get a football team? What people don’t know is that for one year the College did have a foot-
ball team.

Some of the College’s early women’s teams not only competed against, but also would beat Pembroke teams, which is Brown
University today. Many of the women would be reprimanded for participating in these events when somehow the scores myste-
riously appeared in The Providence Journal.

We plan on celebrating our glorious past with many different events and activities over the course of the upcoming year. We
hope to build on past traditions while creating a host of new ones that will become part of our next 75 years. To date, we have
received a number of suggestions and ideas on ways to celebrate this milestone and early this fall a committee will formulate a
calendar of celebratory activities for the year. If anyone has an idea or suggestions, or would like to be part of an Anniversary
Committee, please contact Art Pontarelli (apontarelli@ric.edu) or myself (dtencher@ric.edu) at (401) 456-8007. 

I look forward to seeing our alumni, as well as our many friends, at events celebrating 75 years of athletic traditions. Here
are some of the suggestions we’ve received to date:

• Highlight successful athletic alumni in each edition of What’s News.
• Create a highlight video of the rich athletics’ history.

• Honoring the all-time top student-athletes in each sport by retiring their uniform.
• Name All-Time Teams in each sport.

• Conduct a number of forums on issues confronting athletics,
(i.e. sportsmanship, gender equity, etc.) which involves the Interscholastic League and public.

• Host a major banquet or gathering in the spring for all athletic alumni.
• Formulate splinter groups of athletic alumni like the recent “Baby Boomer” group.

• Initiate a giving campaign with athletic alumni encouraged to donate in multiples of 75.
• Formulate a plan to name the new outdoor competition complex “Alumni Field”.

• Communicate the 75th Anniversary to the public (i.e., billboard, insert in the Providence Journal, special in What’s News, etc.).

The Hudson Companies
Drive Tournament Success
Like a great drive is critical to a successful golf game, cor-

porate support continues to play a pivotal role in the annual
success of the Anchor Club Golf Tournament.

Led by major sponsor The Hudson Companies and a host
of other corporate sponsors, as well as the individual partici-
pants, the Anchor Club Golf Day at Pawtucket Country Club
on July 9 was another tremendous success. Turn to page four to
see the tourney’s highlights.

Ed Jones ’72 leads Riverside Poly
to California State title

Winning a state title
in any sport is n ot an
easy thing to accomplish.
Most coach es say yo u
need the right blend of
talent, coaching and a lit-
tle lu ck to win it a ll.
Think how hard it is to
win in Rh ode Island,
then think of winning a
title that would encom-

pass all of New England, just then, maybe, you can grasp how
difficult it was for RIC alum Ed Jones ’72 to coach his Riverside
Poly softball team to a 26-5 record and the Div. I California State

Continued on page four...
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Upcoming Home 
Fall Sports Events

*  Denotes Little East Conference game/match

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 25 Ray Dwyer Invitational 11 a.m.

Men’s Soccer
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 8 Rivier 4 p.m.
Sept. 11 M.I.T. 1 p.m.
Sept. 14 Johnson & Wales 4 p.m.
Sept. 18 Eastern Connecticut * 1 p.m.
Sept. 25 Southern Maine * 1 p.m.
Sept. 28 Tufts 4 p.m.
Oct. 7 Newbury 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 16 Western Connecticut * 1 p.m.
Oct. 20 Mitchell 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 27 Worcester State 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 30 Plymouth State * 1 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 4 Endicott 1 p.m.
Sept. 22 Westfield State 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 2 UMass-Boston * 1 p.m.
Oct. 5 Green Mountain 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 UMass-Dartmouth * 1 p.m.
Oct. 13 Bridgewater State 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 19 Wesleyan 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 23 Keene State * 1 p.m.
Oct. 26 Amherst 4 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 15 W.P.I. 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 Western Connecticut * 6 p.m.
Oct. 1-2 RIC Invitational 5:30 p.m./9 a.m.
Oct. 9 Clark & Eastern Nazarene Noon
Oct. 12 Western New England 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 Suffolk 6 p.m.
Oct. 21 Endicott 6 p.m.
Oct. 23 Little East Round Robin * 1 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 4 Salve Regina 1 p.m.
Sept. 14 Western Connecticut * 4 p.m.
Sept. 16 Wentworth 4 p.m.
Sept. 26 Castleton State Noon
Sept. 28 Bridgewater State 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 UMass-Boston * 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 Clark 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 UMass-Dartmouth * 10 a.m.
Oct. 13 Johnson & Wales 3:30 p.m.

Fall preview continued on page three....

Men’s soccer keeps looking up
The 2004 Anch ormen begin the  season

under the leadership of first-year head coach
John Mello who took over for Len Mercurio
who stepped down in May.

RIC mad e its first ECA C Div. III
Tournament appearance since 1982 last season,
finishing with an overall record of 11-9.

Junior forward Kyle Teixeira was named
First Team All-Little East Conference for the sec-
ond consecutive season after scoring a single-
season record 24 goals. Teixeira now ranks sec-
ond all-time at RIC with 42 career goals and 95
career points. Teixeira has a chance to set the
RIC career goals record as he trails all-time
career leader Domenico Petrarca (1973-76) by
20 goals heading into the fall campaign.

Junior midfielder Matt Borges, who had
one goal last year, will be counted upon for
leadership.

The club will look to freshman Jadon Neves to anchor the team
in goal. Neves underwent knee surgery prior to last fall and was
unable to play.

Kyle Teixeira

Women’s soccer hopes to make impact
Head Coach Ryan Angel has a lot to look for-

ward to after defeating Little East Conference foe
Plymouth State in the first round of the Little East
Tournament for the second consecutive year last
fall.

Though RIC posted an overall record of 7-12-
1 in 2003, the Anchorwomen have now shown
with their recent tournament success that they
should never be taken lightly.

Returning to the 2004 squad are senior goal-
keeper Melissa Carpentier, senior midfielder Elena Sanborn and
sophomore forward Erika Haaland.

Carpentier recorded three shutouts a year ago and is now the all-
time RIC leader with 15. As a co-captain in 2003, Sanborn was named
Second Team All-Little East Conference. Haaland was named the Little
East Conference Rookie of the Year and was a Second Team All-Little
East selection as she led the team in goals and points.

Sophomore midfielder Caitlin Gavin, who was second on the
squad in goals and points last year, anchors a much-improved offense.

Melissa Carpentier

Women’s tennis looks to repeat
Head Coach Kelly Chartier’s team finished

2003 with an 11-4 overall recor d and captured the
Little East Conference Championship. It was the
fifth Little East title for the Anchorwomen overall
and their third in the last five years. It was also
Chartier’s first as a coach.

The young Anchorwomen squad will be led
by last year’s co-captains, junior Liz Barrette and
senior Meghan Mooney .

Barrette went 12-5 at number one singles and
13-4 at number one doubles a year ago. She tied a school recor d with
her 13 doubles wins and was tied for the team lead in singles victories.

Mooney was 12-5 at number three singles and 12-4 at number one
doubles, finishing with 18.0 points. Mooney enters her final year sixth
in career points, seventh in singles victories and sixth in doubles victo-
ries at RIC.

Liz Barrette
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Fall preview continued from page two....

Join the
Anchor Club Today!

Through the enclosed membership application or
by our annual Phone-A-Thon

Contact RIC Athletics at 401-456-8863 for more info

Men’s and women’s cross country preview
Head Coach Kevin Jackson’s teams

will look to build on last fall’s efforts when
the two squads open the season at CCRI’s
Ocean State Invitational in September.

The men’s team has an experienced
roster with eight returning runners from
last fall. Senior Joe Parenteau, who was the
An chormen’s to p runn er at  th e N ew
England Division III Championships a year
ago, returns for his final campaign. Junior
Tim Goodwin, a lon g with sop homore s
Eric Lonergan and Andy Neil also return.

The women’s team returns three r un-
ners with e ither cross country or track
experience, led by junior Kim Cadden . She
was RIC’s top runner at the ECAC, N.E.
Div. III and Alliance Championships a year
ago.

Joe Parenteau

Momentum builds for women’s volleyball
Head  Coach Craig Letourneau’s

squad is ready for 2004 after setting numer-
ous school records in 2003 and is looking to
be one of RIC’s top fall teams.

The Anchorwomen finished the 2003
season with a 14-16 overall record. The
team’s 14 wins were the most since the
1998 season. Th e Anchorwomen  estab -
lished new school records in 2003 for high-
est team hittin g percentage (.199), kills

(1,186), assists (1,005), and service aces (313) in a single season. 
Sophomore middle hitters Kari Geisler and Erin Miga

were starters as rookies and they will give the opposition plenty
to think about at the net. Junior outside hitters Kristy Nix and
Stephanie Wojciechowski are also returning starters.

Kari Geisler

Eric Lonergan

Athletic Recognition Dinner ticket info
The sixth annual Rhode Island College Hall of Fame and

Athletic Recognition Dinner  will be held on Saturday, Oct. 2, in
conjunction with Homecoming, at Donovan Dining Center at 7
p.m.

A reception to honor all former Hall of Fame inductees and
all previous Hetherman and Murphy Award winners will be
held at the Intercollegiate Athletics Building at 5:30 p.m.

Ticke ts are $40 each. Please  co ntact the A t h l e t i c
Department at 401-456-8007 to purchase tickets or for addition-
al information.

Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2004
Abraham “Cappy” Asermely ’51

James Barbera ’91
Jenna Daum ’98

Claude Gladu ’62
Richard Lawrence ’68

Jeanne (Berthasavage) Lucey ’86
Joe Mikaelian ’80

Troy Smith ’84

Facility upgrades click into high gear 
The athletic facilities at Rhode Island College are among the

finest in New England and they continue to get better. The
College’s varsity competition facility/Bob Black Track Complex
continues to undergo a major renovation project that was started
in late 2003. A new concession/restroom facility was completed
and construction was started to install new seating (2,000 seats),
a press box, entrance and a “Legacy Walk”.

The new practice field (see Vol. IV, issue No.2), located adja-
cent to Triggs Memorial Golf Course, was completed during the
summer and is now being utilized by the soccer and lacrosse
teams.

A new entrance to the Dayna A. Bazar Softball Field is also
be in g ren ovated  an d is exp ected  to b e co mple ted  for
Homecoming 2004. Enhancements to the RIC wrestling practice
facility is also in its final stage.

If you are interested in naming an athletic facility or con-
tributing to an enhancement effort, please contact RIC Athletics
at 456-8007.

Vin Cullen honored by NATYCAA
Vin Cullen ’55 (see photo, on

far right) was inducted into the
Nationa l Alliance of Tw o Ye a r
College Athletic A d m i n i s t r a t o r s
(NATYCAA) Hall of Fame along
with two others at the National
Associat ion  of Colleg ia te
Directors of Athletics (NACDA)

Convention in Dallas this past June.
Cullen retired in 2002 after an illustrious 37-year career as

the Athletic Director and Head Men’s Basketball Coach at the
Community College of Rhode Island.

He is the winningest collegiate basketball coach in New
England history, posting 711 career victories.



4

Title in 2004.
Div. I High School athletics in California is made up

of 665 schools and covers an area that stretches from just
south of San Francisco to the Mexican border. It was
against all of this competition that the Bears defeated Los
Alamitos High School, 1-0, in a close game and won their
first-ever state title under Jones’ leadership.

“It’s nice to see steady improvement over time,”
Jones said who is beginning his 15th year at Riverside
Poly this fall. “There was a lot of hard work put in by the
players, parents and coaches and everyone feels a great
sense of accomplishment.”

The title is a high point for Jones and Riverside Poly
for sure, but the Bears have been one of the more suc-
cessful teams in California for sometime now. “We’ve
won seven league titles and I am proud of our players.
They have good grade point averages, don’t get in trou-
ble and participate in other school activities such as stu-
dent government.”

Colleges and Universities around the country have
taken notice of Jones’ players as he has sent 35 former
student-athletes on to play after high school. Seven play-
ers are at Div. I college programs including two from the

State Championship team who are freshmen this fall:
Mindy Cowles will pitch for Arizona State and outfield-
er Liz Caputo will play at Ohio State.

Jones even had a connection to the 2004 Summer
Olympic Games in Athens as a former second baseman
of his, Vanessa Czarnecki, played on the Greek National
Softball Team. Another former player of his was former
All-American  an d All-B ig  East se lection A n d re a
Lowman, who starred at Notre Dame in the late eighties
and early nineties. Lowman was offered a spot on the
United State Olympic Softball Team, but declined as she
was pursuing her master’s degree.

Jones, who hails from Warwick, played on the RIC
baseball team from 1968-1972 and is a member of the pro-
gram’s 100-Hit Club. After earning his degree in educa-
tion from RIC in 1972, he spent five years working for
then Governor Phil Noel in economic development.
When Noel lost his bid for U.S. State Senator, Jones relo-
cated to California and began a teaching career.

Jones, 54, has compiled a career record of 286-89 in
14 seasons at Riverside Poly where he is also a social
studies teacher. “I still have the fire and love the compe-
tition of coaching,” he says. “I will coach another five
years and I’ll evaluate where I am at then.”

He lives in Riverside with his wife Janice.

Ed Jones ‘72 article continued from page one....

2004 Anchor Club Golf Day
I’d like to take a moment to recognize all of the participants and

sponsors who took part in the second annual Anchor Club Golf Day,
which was held at Pawtucket Country Club on July 19.

It was a great day that saw over 100 golfers take to the links.
This event continues to grow and be more successful each year. Hats
o ff  to ou r golf committee ch airperson s: Matt  Gill ’70, R i c k
Chagnon, Bob Mantia ’66 and Jim Wade ’69. Great job guys!

This event wouldn’t be possible without our many sponsors
(see list below). Special thanks to Presenting Sponsor The Hudson
Companies, and its Chief Operating Officer Fran O’Brien , for con-
tributing in so many different ways.

All of the proceeds from this year’s event benefit our student-
athlete development programs. Mark your calendar for next year’s
golf day, which is on Monday, July 18, 2005, back at Pawtucket
Country Club. See you there!

Don Tencher
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, Intramurals and Recreation

2004 Anchor Club 
Golf Day Sponsors:
Presenting Sponsor

The Hudson Companies
Major Sponsors

J.H. Lynch and Sons, Inc.
John Nazarian ’54, President
The Right Charitable Trust

Tee Sponsors
Ayoub Engineering, Inc.

Beacon Press Corporation
Bourget and Associates

CB Seating
Champion’s Choice

Charlie O’s Tavern on the Point
Coca-Cola Bottling Company

Community College of Rhode Island Athletics
Contender, Inc.

Edward J. Gomes, Attorney at Law
Elmwood Sports, Inc.
William Horan, CPA

Joyal’s Liquors
Med Care Ambulance

Rhode Island Baseball Academy
Rhode Island Breakers

Rhode Island College Alumni Association
Rhode Island College Foundation
Ruggieri Brothers Floor Covering

World Trophies
Patrons

Custom Color, Inc.
Bob Fuoroli ’68

Kenvo Flooring Co., Inc.

Sponsors Stephen Lynch
from J.H. Lynch & Sons,
Inc., Fran O’Brien (Chief
Operating Officer), Matt
Gill ’70 and Rick
Chagnon from The
Hudson Companies join
RIC President 
John Nazarian (middle)
at the dinner reception.

James Wade ’69 (left) and
Rick Chagnon (right) 
congratulate Bill Volpe
’89 (middle) on winning
the putting contest.

Tom Dolan ’73 MEd. 
(far left) hit a hole-in-one

at the tournament and
Bob Stone (near left) was

the winner of the
Par 3 Contest.


